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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

In November 2021, the Cayman Islands Government entered into an agreement for a climate
change risk assessment specific to the Cayman Islands as a critical first step in the process to
review and update the draft National Climate Change Policy.

Funded through the Conflict Stability and Security Fund and the Governor's Office, the risk
assessment is being undertaken by the Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science
and the UK Centre for Ecology & Hydrology.

As part of this project, in May 2022 the Ministry of Sustainability & Climate Resiliency facilitated a
public meeting and anonymous, online questionnaire to evaluate and measure what Cayman
Islands residents think and believe about climate change, and assess relevant behaviours.

The survey closed on 24 June 2022 and received 1,085 responses.

KEY INSIGHTS

Demographic Information

The majority of respondents were between 35 to 54 years of age.

Most respondents were female.

The majority of respondents possessed either a Bachelors or graduate degree, and reported
being employed full-time, mostly in the private sector.

e Approximately 91% of respondents live in the Cayman Islands full-time.

The majority of respondents identified as Caymanian.

General Climate Change Knowledge
e The majority of respondents reported noticing changes to local temperatures, rain patterns,
storms, coastal erosion and plant growth.
e Most respondents believe climate change is primarily caused by human factors.

Personal Beliefs & Practices
e While most respondents reported that the issue of climate change was either extremely
important or very important to them personally, the majority of respondents believe cost
of living is the most pressing issue facing the Cayman Islands.

Media Use
e Most respondents were more likely to trust climate change information from scientists or
environmental organisations than the government.

Climate Action
e Most respondents believe the government is mainly responsible for tackling climate change.
e The majority of respondents would be willing to change how they live and/or work to help
reduce the effects of global climate change.
e Most respondents do not own electric vehicles or have renewable energy at their
residences or businesses.
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

The average respondent is a well-educated, Caymanian female between the ages of 35 to 54 with
few to no dependents, either non-religious or Christian, residing in the Cayman Islands full-time
and employed full-time in the private sector. The employment sectors most highly represented
were education and finance/financial services. No respondents skipped this section.

Most respondents are between the
ages of 34 to 54.

Under 13

Most respondents have either a Bachelors
or graduate degree.

Most respondents (51%) have no
dependents.

More than 4 235 (20)
Prefar not to say 2% (26) — 1
3t0410% (106) — o

None 513 (548)

110 2 35% (385)

The majority of respondents (67%) are
female.

MNon-binary or Other 0% (4)
Prafer not to say 2% (20) —

Male 313 (338)

Female 679 (723)

Most respondents are employed full-time.

Most respondents (91%) reside in the
Cayman Islands full-time.

Other (please specify) 1% (14)

I reside in the Cayman
Islands part-time 4%
(39)

| have personal connections
to the Cayman

Islands but live

elsewhere 2% (20)

I reside in the Cayman
Islands full-time 91%
(987)
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION CONT.

Most respondents (65%) are Caymanian. Christianity was the religious affiliation with
the highest representation (47%).

Other (please specify) 2% (27)

Visitor 2% (27) \

’/—""\ f‘

Prafer not to say 3% (28) L
//—\ \.

Permanent resident 10% (110)

Muslim 0% (3)

Jewish 19 (_111_’___,--1—'—'_ '
Other (please specify) 3% {3'1‘/" |

Prafer not 1o say 1% (17

Christian 479 (508)
Work permit holder 13% (191)

Caymanian 65% (702)

Mot religious 28% (411)
Most respondents are employed in the Most respondents work in the fields of
private sector. education, finance or financial services.
wellness 1 Islands ComMpliance Department TRCH diving COMPOrate Entemainmant

Public Emirenme \lTechnulug;':.n' wr Health care osribwion INSUFANCE Fratessional
Banking Turism ||'1r:|u5'fry Civil Service Markeill”lg Aviation
GDVEI’F‘IH’IEF‘II Teaching Retall Waler sports LaW Irvesiments

Healthcare Watersports Real EState Enginesaring

Public sector

Private sector

MNen-profit s .
sector TOU rIS m applicable LE'g al Fitness FI n a.n C e
Academiz Information Technology E d U Cat[ 0 n sector
’—‘ Financial services wmugenex FINANCIal roos
=y . i
N Nomne SEI’VICE‘S Property Management C DI'ISU’UCIIDFI Medical
Gmﬂ:::::; - Retlred Unemployed HOSp'ta' |ty Consulting Utl“[y Human Resources
_ ) - B - o - o - Health Reasthuram PrEfEF Say’ employed Na Electinzal COmmUI’lICﬂIIDnS
O M IO IO A0W (EOW WO 0N 00 S0N: 900% Cutture ACCOLNNNG ans Development Teacher Student Nonpaot Design

Markating Communications CIG Media

Most respondents report having an annual
household income of between CI$50,000 and
CI1$100,000 or between CI$100,000 and
C1$200,000.
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GENERAL CLIMATE KNOWLEDGE

Respondents started to drop off in this section; 91 respondents skipped these questions (8.4% of
total) . The majority of respondents had heard the term 'climate change' before and believe
climate change is primarily caused by human factors. The majority of respondents reported
noticing changes to local temperatures, rain patterns, storms, coastal erosion and plant growth.

Almost all respondents have heard the term Most respondents associate 'climate
‘climate change' before. change' with global warming, change,
earth and rising sea levels.

Yes _ nature smissions flooding address beach erosion w: things noning loss

Natural disasters DBHET coral bleaching NOW reducing Walr ming efiects gOVErnment
etc AU peach bad risk WOTl probiem We:ather patterns swp

Increased oangerous fULUIE coumy ENVIFONMENt us ACtION
no aso EStruction wwre generatons CaYMaN worry
humans envionmena Heat pan climate concem Need
0% 10% 20% I0%% 209 E0% E0% TO% B0 90% 100% oceans RiSing Sea |EVE|SU{“”Q
G |0ba| Warming damage Chan ge causing
earth m.e.climate change euwWill coms
planet upedcane tEMperatures vange Hotter e

g |0ba| doomed impactulauy Sea |EVE| rISE island

SOmethlﬂ g destroyed PD['U“D” halp Wea‘herr:baed something S
Crisis hUI"TiCElrIES Erosion TIME water Rising higher Rising SEas species
patterns exwveme weather Fear changing weather pariems &F 10Ugh cyae Children
ha think nasis changes weather sww issues people

The majority of respondents reported Most respondents (74%) believe climate
noticing changes to local temperatures, rain change is primarily caused by human
patterns, storms, coastal erosion and plant factors.

growth.

| don't know 245 (16)

Hone, climate change
does not exist 0%
4)

Climate change is primarily
a natural phanomanan
55 (47)

Climane change is caused
aqually by humans

and nature 194

(92

Climate change i3 primarily
: . . - - . . . . . caused by human
0% 20 30 D% S0% 60 70% B0% 90% 100 factors Td% (735)
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GENERAL CLIMATE KNOWLEDGE CONT.

Most respondents associate climate change Most respondents believe environmental

with coastal erosion, sea level rise and loss conservation and renewable energy can

of coral reefs. help reduce the impact of climate change
in the Cayman Islands.

Most respondents believe children should be taught about climate change in school, and
that people need more information on climate change. Most respondents strongly
disagree that persons engaged in climate change work are making a big deal out of
nothing and that climate change is not affecting the Cayman Islands.

—_—

Children should be taught about climate change in school

People need more information on climate change

climate change issues
We are too small to do anything about climate change

Caribbean countries are not responsible for causing global

climate change
Climate change is not affecting us in our island

I —
Countries in the Caribbean should work together to deal with | —_

—]

—

B

=

Persons engaged in climate change work are making a big deal
out of nothing

1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

W Strongly agree M Agree Neither agree nor disagree Disagree Strongly disagree
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PERSONAL BELIEFS & PRACTICES

An additional 10 respondents skipped this section (9.3% of total). While most respondents
reported that the issue of climate change was either extremely important or very important to
them personally, the majority of respondents believe cost of living is the most pressing issue
facing the Cayman Islands.

Most respondents (46%) believe cost of living Respondents who reported 'Other’ were

is the most pressing issue facing the Cayman primarily concerned with the

Islands, followed by overdevelopment (26%). interdependence of issues they perceive to
be related:

e "Why only one choice? Many above are
critical to Cayman - cost of living; over-
redevelopment; traffic; actually everyone
of the above are equally critical..."

e "Cost of living and Overdevelopment are
equally the most pressing issues"

e "More than one of the above. A lot of
these issues are interconnected."

e "Literally all of those things are horrible
issues here"

e "All of the above. Can't specify only 1"

e "All of the above and most are
interconnected"

e "All the above are major issues"

Most respondents say the issue of climate Most respondents are extremely or very
change is either extremely or very concerned climate change could impact
important to them personally. them personally at some point in their lives.

E:-.:.':—e.. Extramely
M Bortant concemed
1 i, 1 -+
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PERSONAL BELIEFS & PRACTICES CONT.

Most respondents believe land Most respondents do not believe they
clearing/deforestation, burning fossil fuels have the necessary information to prepare
and transportation/vehicle emissions are for the impacts of climate change.

primary causes of climate change.

Yes 36% (358)

MNo 64% (626)
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MEDIA USE

An additional 8 respondents skipped this section (10% of total). Most respondents receive their
climate change information from the internet. Most respondents would trust climate change
information from scientists and environmental organisations 'a lot', and information from
government 'a little'.

The top three sources of climate change Most respondents would trust climate
information are: the internet, television and change information from scientists and
social media. environmental groups.

mAlot mAlittle Not very much Mot at all Can't choose




& Climate Resiliency
Cayman Islands Government

Ecology & Hydrology

Fisheries & Aquaculture
Science

Ministry of Sustainability Cortre for Emvronment @ UK Centre for

CLIMATE ACTION

An additional 52 respondents skipped this section (14.8% of total). Most respondents believe
measures can be taken to tackle climate change and report taking action out of concern for
climate change. Most respondents believe local government has primary responsibility for
addressing climate change.

Most respondents (90%) believe measures Most respondents believe local government
can be taken to tackle climate change. is primarily responsible for tackling climate
change.

Don't Know/Not Sure 6% (54) Fsmmant

Yes 90% (229)
Most respondents (83%) have taken or The top three activities respondents report
regularly take action out of concern for doing regularly are: turning off
climate change. lights/appliances when not in use, buying

energy efficient products and recycling.

Mot Sure/Don't Know 8% (73) \

No10% (88)

;anUHIH “I 1

m Convenience B To save money B To protect the environment B For my health ® For moral reasons

Yes 83% (763)

10
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CLIMATE ACTION CONT.

Inconvenience and lack of infrastructure are  Most respondents (92%) do not own an
the main barriers to respondents who are electric vehicle.

interested in taking climate action. Ves 8% (72)

0% 20% I 40N 0% GO0 0% BO%E  O90%  100%

m Not convenient B Too expensive Not sure how ® Not interested ® Lack of infrastructure
No 92% (852)
Most respondents (65%) do have home Most respondents (66%) do not have
insurance. renewable energy at their place of work.

Mot sure 4% (38)

Mot sure 17% (155) \
Not applicable 12% (115) \

No 19% (174) et ged)

Yes 65% (597) Mo 66% (606)

Most respondents (84%) do not have
renewable energy at their residence.

Yes 16% (150) ‘

No 843 (774)

11
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CLIMATE ACTION CONT.

Most respondents (52%) believe their Most respondents are not sure (35%) if their
workplace has business insurance. workplace has a business continuity plan.
No 5% (42) \_ Yes 18% (162) \_,.----'—|

Mot applicatile 21% (192) '-\\ Mot sure 35% (325)
|

Mot applicable 20% (185) —
Yes 523 (476)
Mot sure 233 (214) No 27% (252)
Most respondents would 'definitely’ (65%) Most respondents (65%) are not aware of
or '‘probably’ (29%) change how you live policies/initiative being taken by the
and/or work to help reduce the effects of Cayman Islands Government to address
global climate change. climate change.

Definitely would not 3% (24) 1
Probably would not 3% (30) =

Mot Sure 14% (130) \

Probably would 29% (266)

Yes 21% (195)
Definitely would 65% (604)

No 65% (599)

Most respondents (71%) are aware of global
policies/initiatives being taken by other
organisations to address climate change.

Not sure 12% (110) \

No 17% (155)

Yes T1% (659)

12
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CONCLUSION

The Cayman Islands Climate Change Risk Assessment Public Survey received a total of 1,085
responses and 924 respondents (85% of total) answered all questions; a statistically significant
sample size.

The information gained from this questionnaire offer the Ministry of Sustainability & Climate
Resiliency further insights into how members of the Cayman Islands community think, feel and
actin relation to climate change.

This data will be used by the Cayman Islands Government to inform:

e Next steps in reviewing and updating the 2011 draft National Climate Change Policy.

e Reducing barriers to sustainable personal and business practices in the Cayman Islands.

e Opportunities to incentivise sustainable personal and business practices in the Cayman
Islands.

e Developing effective public education campaigns on global climate change and its local
impacts.
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